
MEMORANDUM 

DATE: September 29,1983 

TO: Robert D. Siek 

FROM: John Blueyei 

Confidential Claim Retracted 

Authorized by: ^^-

Date: G f a / l 3 
Warner K. R e d s e i y i ^ 

SUBJECT: Meeting on Blasting Assessment on Paguate Village at Laguna Pueblo 

We attended a meeting on 9-28-83 at the BIA's Division of Energy & Minerals 
Office. Others in attendance were D. L. Borneman and Steve Manydeeds, BIA, 
Kenneth W. King, USGS, and Allen Ries, CERT'S mining engineering consultant. 
The purpose of this meeting was to bring together the various people involved in 
assessing blast damage to Paguate Village homes. Additionally, we needed to 
identify CERTs role in the overall effort. The meeting served to deflne activities 
required to make a full assessment and assign tasks to the participants. The 
assessment will be done in a single report format. 

Mr. King gave an overview of his visit to the village and offered his viewpoint. He 
concluded that some of the damage to the homes can be attributed to blasting at 
the mine site. He contends that some aspects of blast energy impacting Paguate 
homes were not addressed in a report by a consultant to Anaconda. He warned 
that some damages probably occurred from drainage in the housing area. 

The following approach was agreed upon: 

1. Survey of existing conditions at Paguate Village by a second party. 
Survey results will be reviewed by report participants to map damage 
patterns or trends. 

2. Sofl/geologic survey of Paguate ViUage area. 

3. Conduct a blast test and monitor conditions throughout the village. 

4. Assess damage to homes through literature research and the test blast. 

5. Review records of past blasting during mining. 

6. Submit project repOTt. 

Mr. King will sibmit a more detailed description of the project at a later time. 
CERT win review the survey in task 1 with Mr. King. AddiUonally, CERT will 
undertake tesks 2 ,3 , and 5. The BIA will facilitate the transfer of money to USGS 
who) it becomes available. Mr. King wiU lend his expertise and address task 4, as 
well as reviewing and participating in the other tasks. Allen Ries, CERT'S 
consultant, will perform all the tasks CERT is committed to. 

The magnitude of this project raises some concerns with respect to CERT'S 
technical assistance project for reclamation at the Pueblo of Laguna. The 
additional time required of AUen Ries will require a revision of T.A. 38-675. Mr. 
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Ries' contract requires work on several other tasks in addition to blast damage at 
Paguate Village. More important, we will be expending more money in an area not 
related to reclamation. The pueblo should be consulted to review the importance 
of this project in relation to the overall reclamation effort. Other questions will 
probably arise. We should discuss this and other concerns relating to our 
reclamation assistance to the pueblo. 
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